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About Open at CMU 

Open at CMU is Carnegie Mellon University Libraries’ 
hub for advancing transparent, reproducible, and 
accessible research. Through a coordinated suite of 
services, expertise, and partnerships, we help researchers 
and students across disciplines adopt open practices that 
strengthen the rigor, reach, and equity of their scholarly 
work. Our team supports opening up all phases and 
outputs of research with specialized services, instruction, 
consultations, infrastructure, and financial support.

We also lead campus‑wide and national initiatives 
that build community and expertise around open 
scholarship. We convene communities of practice, host 
large‑scale events, and develop training programs that 
help researchers and librarians navigate a scholarly 
landscape shaped by AI, shifting funder policies, and 
growing momentum for open research. Our work is deeply 
collaborative and rooted in partnerships across CMU, 
with other academic institutions, and with organizations 
shaping the future of open scholarship.

Together, these efforts position CMU Libraries as a leader 
in open scholarship, advance our strategic goals, and 
ensure that the university’s research ecosystem remains 
innovative, inclusive, and aligned with emerging best 
practices in transparency and reproducibility.

We welcome feedback, conversations, and collaborations. 
Please reach out to Nicky Agate (nagate@andrew.cmu.edu) 
or Melanie Gainey (mgainey@andrew.cmu.edu) to learn 
about how we can work with you. 

https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/open-cmu
https://www.library.cmu.edu/three-bold-steps/
mailto:nagate%40andrew.cmu.edu?subject=
mailto:mgainey%40andrew.cmu.edu?subject=
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/open-cmu


The Open at CMU team



3 Meet the Open at CMU Team
Open at CMU is composed of librarians and specialists with deep disciplinary and information science 
expertise. While this team leads many of the Libraries’ open initiatives, “open” is at the heart of what we do 
at CMU Libraries and permeates the work of colleagues across the Libraries who contribute to instruction, 
consultation, infrastructure, and community engagement.

Nicky Agate, PhD 
Associate Dean for Academic Engagement and Editorial 
Director of Carnegie Mellon University Press

Katie Behrman, MA 
Institutional Repository Specialist

Emily Bongiovanni, MLIS 
Open Knowledge Librarian

Melanie Gainey, PhD 
Director of Open Science Program and STEM Librarian

Alfredo González-Espinoza, PhD 
Research Data Services Librarian

Chasz Griego, PhD 
STEM Librarian

Tom Hughes, MAM 
OSPO Community Manager

Chisom Obasih, PhD 
Open Science Postdoctoral Associate

Talia Perry, MA 
Digital Projects & Publishing Specialist

Kristen Scotti, PhD 
STEM Librarian

Huajin Wang, PhD 
STEM Librarian

Sarah Young, MSc, MLIS 
Director of Evidence Synthesis Program  
and Social Sciences Librarian

MEET THE OPEN AT CMU TEAM : CONTENTS →

https://scholars.cmu.edu/12838-nicky-agate
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/people/katie-behrman
https://scholars.cmu.edu/11239-emily-bongiovanni
https://scholars.cmu.edu/6446-melanie-gainey
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/open-science
https://scholars.cmu.edu/13855-alfredo-gonzalez-espinoza
https://scholars.cmu.edu/11852-chasz-griego
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/people/thomas-hughes
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/ospo
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/people/chisom-obasih
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/people/talia-perry
https://scholars.cmu.edu/13492-kristen-scotti
https://scholars.cmu.edu/5701-huajin-wang
https://scholars.cmu.edu/5276-sarah-young
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/evidence-synthesis
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THE OPEN SCIENCE POSTDOCS 
CMU Libraries welcomed Chisom Obasih, the Open Science Postdoctoral Associate, 
in August. This postdoctoral position is a unique blend of research and librarianship. 
In this role, Chisom is developing the Open Champions Network, a prize for 
achievements in open research; conducting a mixed-methods research study on 
the open research practices and attitudes of postdocs; supporting the Data & Code 
Support Service; and advocating for open research practices across campus. Chisom 
holds a PhD in Second Language Acquisition from CMU’s Languages, Cultures & 
Applied Linguistics (LCAL) department. 

Chisom is CMU Libraries third Open Science Postdoctoral Associate, following in 
the footsteps of Chasz Griego and Kristen Scotti. Chasz joined CMU Libraries as the 
inaugural Open Science Postdoctoral Associate in 2022 after completing his PhD in 
Chemical Engineering at University of Pittsburgh. As a postdoc, Chasz developed 
and launched the Reproducibility Hackathon, now a semi-annual event, and 
described in Griego et al., 2025. Kristen Scotti began her postdoc with CMU Libraries 
in 2023 and in that role published a systematized review on open science practices in 
academic libraries that synthesized findings from 3752 publications. Kristen holds a 
PhD in Materials Science & Engineering from Northwestern University. 

The postdocs bring fresh disciplinary perspectives to our open research support 
and the role can serve as a training pipeline for researchers transitioning into 
librarianship. Both Kristen and Chasz joined the faculty of CMU Libraries as STEM 
Librarians after their postdocs and continue to support open science at CMU and 
beyond in those roles. 

Meet the Open at CMU Team

MEET THE OPEN AT CMU TEAM : CONTENTS →

https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/news/2025-10/chisom-obasih-open-science-postdoctoral-associate
https://scholars.cmu.edu/11852-chasz-griego
https://scholars.cmu.edu/13492-kristen-scotti
https://f1000research.com/articles/13-1305/v2?gtmKey=GTM-MWFK8L5J&gtmAuth=hzk0Vc3qFsQYhCrIoHz68A&gtmPreview=env-1&immUserUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ff1r-proxy.f1krdev.com%2Feditor%2Fmember%2Fshow%2F&otid=1bc074d1-3db4-47ed-9f80-df1a4a3f2ab4&s3BucketUrl=https%3A%2F%2Ff1000research-files.f1000.com&submissionUrl=%2Ffor-authors%2Fpublish-your-research&transcendEnv=cm&transcendId=ef49a3f1-d8c1-47d6-88fc-50e41130631f
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0099133325000503


5 Research Assistance
We answered 104 questions via email and held 21 
consultations on topics related to open research. 
This assistance spanned disciplines including 
engineering (25%), science (19%), humanities 
and social sciences (13%), business (8%), and 
computer science (7%).

INSTRUCTION
We taught 51 workshops on open research topics. 
New offerings this year included stats for lab 
researchers, web scraping, and a multi-part series 
on research software engineering emphasizing 
reproducibility and reuse. The 262 students, 
staff, and faculty attendees came from all seven 
colleges, university administration, and CMU 
Africa.

We also visited 61 classrooms, research groups, 
and department meetings to provide guidance on 
topics such as research data management, open 
source tools and coding languages, programming 
with LLMs, and open access publishing.

Publishing support 
39%

Copyright 
7%

Resource or  
tool support 

9%

Working with data 
26%

Working  
with code 

6%Other 
13%

Research assistance by topic

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE : CONTENTS →



6 Community Building
COMMUNITY EVENTS
We hosted the following community building events for members of the CMU community and beyond:

•	 The Open Science Primer — a two‑day, IMLS‑funded train‑the‑trainer program for academic librarians 
supporting open science at their institutions, held at CMU in October.

•	 The Open Unconference — an inaugural unconference‑style gathering for academic librarians and 
researchers to explore self‑selected topics in open science, held at CMU in October.

•	 OSCLIP In‑Person Meeting — the inaugural in‑person convening of the Open Science Collaborative of 
Library and Information Professionals (OSCLIP), held at CMU in October.

•	 The 2025 Open Science Symposium — a full day of invited talks and roundtable discussions on emerging 
issues in open science, held virtually in November.

•	 CMU × NVIDIA Federated Learning Hackathon for Biomedical Applications — a three‑day hybrid 
hackathon focused on developing software prototypes for secure federated learning, held at CMU in 
January. Read the full story. 

•	 United Nations Reboot the Earth Hackathon @ CMU Qatar — a three-day hackathon focused on new 
approaches to global agriculture resiliency and the climate crisis utilizing AI and open technologies. Part 
of a global series of UN hackathon events.  

Together, these events convened more than 350 professionals from libraries and adjacent organizations 
and 310 students and researchers from more than 200 institutions in 20 countries to discuss or create 
open research. 

COMMUNITY BUILDING : CONTENTS →

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/openscienceprimer
https://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-CrackingOpen/
https://osclip.org/
https://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-2025/
https://guides.library.cmu.edu/hackathon
https://www.qatar.cmu.edu/event/reboot-the-earth-doha/
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Join us for our signature open science event, a full day of virtual talks and panels from researchers 
and thought leaders in academia, industry, and publishing. The conference will explore how open 
science is transforming the ways in which we do research and share it across STEM, social science, 
and humanities disciplines.

Open to students, researchers, library, industry, and government professionals, and open science 
advocates everywhere!

Registration is required; please register here.

We will also have the following satellite events this fall:

•	 The Open Science Primer, a train-the-trainer style program for academic library profession-
als, will be held at Carnegie Mellon University on October 14-15, 2025. Online training will 
also be available. Register here.

•	 The Cracking Open Unconference, a full day of participant-driven discussions about all 
things open for academic library professionals, will be held at Carnegie Mellon University 
on October 16, 2025.

The inaugural Cracking Open Unconference at Carnegie Mellon University will be held in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania on October 16, 2025. The unconference is a full day of in-person participant driven 
conversations. This event will create a space to bring together members of the library and research 
communities for timely discussion on the challenges of practicing and supporting open science and 
potential solutions. This free event is open to library professionals, academic researchers and support 
staff, and graduate students at any institution.

The 2025 Open Science Symposium and The Open Unconference websites: 

cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-2025  |  cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-CrackingOpen

http://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-2025
http://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-CrackingOpen
https://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-2025/
https://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-CrackingOpen/
http://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-2025
http://cmu-lib.github.io/OSS-CrackingOpen


8 Community Building

Countries represented by event participants, either in person or virtually. 
Read the full story about our fall events.

COMMUNITY BUILDING : CONTENTS →

https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/news/2025-12/fall-open-science-programming
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CMU × NVIDIA Federated Learning Hackathon for Biomedical Applications

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/hackathon


10 Support For Making Research More Open
GRANT SUPPORT
The Data Management Plan (DMP) Review Service delivered guidance and comprehensive feedback on Data 
Management Plans for researchers in the School of Computer Science, the Mellon College of Science, and 
the College of Engineering. This support helped researchers proactively plan for data sharing and ensure 
compliance with funder requirements and disciplinary best practices. We also provided language for grant 
proposals about how library services and resources, such as KiltHub, help make their data more FAIR. 

OPEN DATA
We support the open publication of research data by providing the infrastructure and guidance needed to 
enable transparency, reuse, and compliance with federal funder data‑sharing requirements. Sixty datasets 
were published openly this year on KiltHub, CMU’s institutional repository. 

Laurie Heller, Teaching Professor of Psychology and Director of the Auditory Lab, has been using KiltHub 
since 2022 to publicly share her research data and materials. 

“Kilthub helped me distribute a database of sounds, The Sound Events Database, which 
I’d recorded. This way of hosting the database allows me to add more sounds as I record 
them. This database helps the scientific community because it  enables other labs to 
conduct research with these sounds. Plus, those who use my sounds now have a clear 
way to formally cite the database. I was able to use Kilthub many times for many purposes. 
Every time that I ran into something that didn’t seem to be what I wanted, there was 
always a solution offered by the Kilthub/Library staff in a timely and friendly manner.”  
—Laurie Heller, Teaching Professor of Psychology and Director of the Auditory Lab

SUPPORT FOR MAKING RESEARCH MORE OPEN : CONTENTS →

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/rdmp_revservice
https://kilthub.cmu.edu/
https://www.cmu.edu/dietrich/psychology/directory/core-training-faculty/heller-laurie.html
https://www.auditorylab.org
https://kilthub.cmu.edu/


11 Support For Making Research More Open
OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING
We supported a growing volume of open 
access publishing across the university 
with infrastructure, financial support,  
and services.

•	 179 graduate theses and dissertations 
were published open access on KiltHub, 
CMU’s institutional repository.

•	 Financially supported 553 open-access 
journal articles by CMU authors at zero 
or reduced cost through 17 publisher 
agreements and an Article Processing 
Charge (APC) fund. 

•	 The Library Publishing Service, 
under CMU Press, published 32 
journal articles in four open access 
journals and reference series. These 
publications span topics in science, 
technology, and the social sciences. 

Modified circle packing diagram of keywords for articles  

published July 2025 to May 2026.

SUPPORT FOR MAKING RESEARCH MORE OPEN : CONTENTS →

https://kilthub.cmu.edu/
https://kilthub.cmu.edu/
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/journal-publishing
https://www.cmu.edu/university-press


12 Support For Making Research More Open

Christopher Phillips, Professor and Head 
of Department of History, is the founding 
editor of diamond open access online 
resource Encyclopedia of the History of 
Science, published and hosted by the CMU 
Library Publishing Service (now under the 
CMU Press).

“I had an idea for an open access, peer reviewed journal that would reach both academics and 
the wider public. The CMU Library Publishing Service was able to help me take the idea from 
conception through realization. It’s a game changer for how faculty might think about possibilities 
for public and scholarly engagement. They have provided great tech support behind the scenes for 
the Encyclopedia of the History of Science but have also helped make sure the user experience is 
flawless.” —Christopher Phillips, Professor and Head of Department of History

SUPPORT FOR MAKING RESEARCH MORE OPEN : CONTENTS →

https://www.cmu.edu/dietrich/history/people/faculty/phillips.html
https://ethos.lps.library.cmu.edu/
https://ethos.lps.library.cmu.edu/
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/journal-publishing
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/journal-publishing
https://ethos.lps.library.cmu.edu/


13 Support For Making Research More Open

Global map of readers and authors (affiliations indicated with X) for articles published July 2025 to May 2026.  

Data from Matomo Analytics and Janeway Reporting Plugin. Created with Esri ArcGIS.
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14 Support For Making Research More Open
OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE
The Open Source Programs Office (OSPO) supported and launched initiatives across campus to build on Carnegie 
Mellon’s capacity to create, use, and disseminate open source software. This included direct support across 
all seven of the university’s colleges, ranging from one-off consultations, to deep project advising, to playing a 
supporting role in collaborative campus events. Additionally this year, with support from the Sloan Foundation, 
the OSPO launched the Ecosystem for Next Generation Infrastructure (ENGIN) Software Foundation. This new 
initiative will offer services tailored specifically to academic research teams to help university-born software 
projects transition from research projects into community-supported markets.

OPEN SOURCE CODING LANGUAGES AND DATA SCIENCE TOOLS
The Data & Code Support Service supported graduate students and faculty in five of the university’s seven 
colleges, offering guidance on open‑source coding languages and data science tools. A team of seven consultants 
provided individualized, one‑on‑one help across eight different languages and tools, including Python, R, Git/
GitHub, Unix/Linux Shell, and SQL. The support has expanded over the last couple of years to include how to 
write and validate genAI-assisted code. Isabella Salas-Allende, Neuroscience PhD student, met with a Data & Code 
Support Service consultant to understand her Python code and interpret the data analysis results for her team’s 
new model.

Read the full story.

“Dr. González-Espinoza was a huge help in getting me started,” Salas-Allende recalled. “His 
support was incredibly thorough and patient, helping me build a solid foundation for my 
analysis. I highly recommend students to reach out!”  
—Isabella Salas-Allende, Neuroscience PhD student

SUPPORT FOR MAKING RESEARCH MORE OPEN : CONTENTS →

https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/ospo
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/news/2025-12/sloan-foundation-funds-engin
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/data-code-support
https://www.mdphd.pitt.edu/people/isabella-salas-allende
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/data-code-support
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/data-code-support
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/news/2025-10/data-code-support-neuroscience-research


15 Support For Making Research More Open
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH TOOLS
CMU Libraries licenses research tools that enable collaboration and make research more reproducible. 

•	 OSF, an open source project management tool, has been used by about 800 members of the CMU community 
to publicly share over 500 projects and publish 200 registrations since acquiring the license in 2018. 

•	 protocols.io, a platform for documenting and sharing step-by-step methods and protocols, has been used by 
about 200 researchers and students in Mellon College of Science and College of Engineering to author about 
175 protocols since becoming protocols.io’s first academic client in 2019.

•	 LabArchives, an electronic research notebook, has been used by over 4,300 CMU researchers and students to 
document and manage their research since we acquired the license in 2019. The institutional license has also 
saved undergraduates in lab courses over $90,000 in license fees.

SUPPORT FOR MAKING RESEARCH MORE OPEN : CONTENTS →

https://osf.io/institutions/cmu?tab=2
https://www.library.cmu.edu/services/protocols
http://protocols.io
https://library.cmu.edu/services/lab-archives
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CMU × NVIDIA Federated Learning Hackathon for Biomedical Applications

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/hackathon


17 Investments, Collaborations, & Partnerships
We invest in 21 organizations that provide open services 
and tools, including the Data Curation Network, OpenAlex, 
the Open Education Network, Zotero, arXiv, and SCOAP3. 

We also financially supported the publication of 553 
open access journal articles by CMU authors through 17 
publisher agreements and an Article Processing Charge 
(APC) fund. 

In total, we invested more than $900,000 in open 
scholarship.

This year, Open at CMU strengthened collaborations that 
expanded our capacity to support open research:

CMU’s AI Science Foundry: We support user needs 
assessment, engagement, education, and data management 
as the closed source automated science facility evolves into 
a transformative open source AI Science Foundry. We also 
support grant proposals as key personnel. 

CMU’s Office of Research Integrity and Compliance: We 
provide instruction on Research Data Management and 
Open Science for Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR), 
a required training program for NIH-funded graduate 
students and postdocs.

CMU researchers Rachel Kurchin and Leticia Pequeno 
Madureira: In partnership  with Open at CMU member, 
Alfredo González-Espinoza, they co-organized the CMU 
Julia Programming User Club, strengthening community 
learning around open‑source languages.

NVIDIA and AWS: We partnered with NVIDIA and AWS to 
host the Federated Learning for Biomedical Applications 
Hackathon at CMU in January. Our industry partners 
provided domain expertise, advanced computing 
resources, organizational support, and sponsorship.

United Nations: The OSPO collaborated with the United 
Nations Office of Information and Communications 
Technology (OICT) with CMU Qatar faculty, staff and 
students to host an edition of their Reboot the Earth 
hackathon series at CMU’s Qatar campus. 

INVESTMENTS, COLLABORATIONS, & PARTNERSHIPS : CONTENTS →

https://www.library.cmu.edu/open-investments
https://ai-science-foundry.cmu.edu/


18 The Open Science Advisory Board
The Open Science Advisory Board is a group of CMU faculty, staff, and students who provide strategic guidance 
on open initiatives and services, helping align Open at CMU with disciplinary trends in open scholarship. To 
express interest in joining the board, please contact Melanie Gainey (mgainey@andrew.cmu.edu).

Daniel Cardoso Llach, Associate Professor and Director of CodeLab, School of Architecture, CMU

John Chin, Assistant Teaching Professor, Carnegie Mellon Institute for Strategy & Technology, CMU

Jeffrey Flagg, Lab Manager and Research Associate II, Dynamic Decision Making Lab, CMU

Maggie Henderson, Assistant Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience Institute, CMU

Rachel Kurchin, Assistant Research Professor, Materials Science and Engineering, CMU

Nynke Niezink, Assistant Professor, Statistics & Data Science, CMU

Leticia Pequeno Madureira, PhD Candidate, Chemistry, CMU

Albert Presto, Research Professor, Mechanical Engineering, CMU

THE OPEN SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD : CONTENTS →

https://www.architecture.cmu.edu/profiles/daniel-cardoso-llach
https://www.cmu.edu/cmist/about-us/people/faculty/john-chin.html
https://bit.ly/3SwwROE
https://www.cmu.edu/dietrich/psychology/directory/core-training-faculty/henderson-maggie.html
https://engineering.cmu.edu/directory/bios/kurchin-rachel.html
https://www.cmu.edu/dietrich/statistics-datascience/people/faculty/nynke-niezink.html
https://github.com/Leticia-maria
https://www.meche.engineering.cmu.edu/directory/bios/presto-albert.html


19 Highlights
THE IMLS-FUNDED OPEN SCIENCE PRIMER
The Open Science Primer, funded by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services in 2023 and led by PI Emily 
Bongiovanni, continued to provide train‑the‑trainer 
support for library professionals across the United States. 
This program allows the academic librarian workforce 
to support the transition to more open scholarship in 
alignment with their institutional contexts. 

CMU Libraries has held Primer sessions at CMU, Florida 
State University, Colorado School of Mines, University of 
Chicago, with more sessions scheduled over the coming 
year at Tufts, North Carolina State University, U.C. Berkeley, 
and Texas State University. In June, the Association of 
Southeastern Research Libraries (ASERL) will sponsor a 
session in Washington, D.C. 

To date, 92 library professionals in 21 states have 
participated in the Open Science Primer training. 
Participants represent a range of institution types, 
including R1, R2, Master’s / baccalaureate, special focus, 
and non-academic organizations, ensuring that support for 
open research can be adapted into a variety of institutional 
contexts. 

States represented by Primer participants.

HIGHLIGHTS : CONTENTS →

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/openscienceprimer


20 Highlights
99-020 DOING MODERN RESEARCH: AI, OPEN SCIENCE & NAVIGATING THE NEW RESEARCH LANDSCAPE
Melanie Gainey and Sarah Young taught a new undergraduate mini course at CMU which introduced students to 
the rapidly evolving landscape of scholarly discovery and trends in scholarly research, including a sociotechnical 
shift towards more open research. Students were encouraged to critically think about who has access to scholarly 
information and how access impacts trust in research. By integrating evidence synthesis concepts with open science 
principles and AI literacy, the course equipped students with practical research skills and open source tools they can 
use across academic, professional, and interdisciplinary contexts. 

HOW TO OPEN: A STARTER KIT FOR OPEN RESEARCH 
Melanie Gainey, Chasz Griego, Emily Bongiovanni, Kristen Scotti, and Huajin Wang developed online modules that 
cover the foundational principles of open research, research data management, reproducibility in both wet lab and 
computational contexts, and open access publishing. These modules are designed to be an interactive and accessible 
and interdisciplinary reference resource for researchers of all career stages, librarians, and instructors. The modules 
can be accessed at this link: https://learning.cmu.edu/courses/743.

OSCLIP
The Open Science Collaborative of Library and Information Professionals (OSCLIP), founded and chaired by Huajin 
Wang, held a virtual kick-off event in July 2025, followed by an in-person meeting at CMU in October. These events 
drew over 140 library professionals from more than 100 institutions. OSCLIP aims to connect these professionals, 
amplify their collective impact, and provide mutual support and resources to strengthen their roles as essential 
components of the open science ecosystem. Currently, 40 OSCLIP members are creating resources intended for 
adoption across the broader open science community. Kristen Scotti and Melanie Gainey serve on the inaugural 
Steering Committee alongside colleagues from U.C. Berkeley, U.C. Irvine, and Princeton.

HIGHLIGHTS : CONTENTS →

https://learning.cmu.edu/courses/743
https://osclip.org/index.html#page-top
https://osclip.org/news/projects-underway.html


21 Highlights
TARTAN RESEARCH DATA ALLIANCE (TRDA)
Started in Fall 2024, the Tartan Research Data Alliance is a training program for students, staff, and faculty 
based on a bottom-up community of practice around Research Data Management (RDM), where members 
benefit from direct access to the Libraries services, exclusive access to RDM training, and networking 
opportunities in social events where they also learn more about the Libraries’ infrastructure and librarians. 
Led by Alfredo González-Espinoza, the program provides opportunities for direct collaboration and 
engagement with projects and events in the Libraries, some notable examples include the Love Data Week, 
and the Students’ theses map visualization created in collaboration with Chehak Arora, who describes this 
process in the following quote:  “Working on this project was an exciting experience for me. I gained a deep 
understanding of these techniques, and now I’m applying them to my capstone project”. The program has 
hosted around 20-25 participants each year from different departments and colleges. 

OA SWITCHBOARD INTEGRATION 
The repository team created an integration between OA Switchboard and the institutional repository, KiltHub, 
to streamline the creation of records for CMU authors’ Open Access publications. This initiative harnesses OA 
Switchboard notifications to automatically generate metadata records in KiltHub for OA publications not yet 
represented, to amplify CMU’s research impact and visibility. The goal of this ongoing project is to achieve 
a comprehensive and accurate collection of CMU’s OA output within the institutional repository. Since the 
project’s launch last fall, it has automated the creation of 520 research article records, which have already 
garnered over 30,000 views.

HIGHLIGHTS : CONTENTS →

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/lovedataweek
https://www.library.cmu.edu/about/news/2025-02/graduate-research-data-viz
https://www.cmu.edu/mcs/news-events/2025/0228-data-visualization-ms-das
https://www.cmu.edu/mcs/news-events/2025/0228-data-visualization-ms-das
https://kilthub.cmu.edu/


22 Open at CMU in the World
In June, Kristen Scotti will be presenting a poster at LIBER in Trondheim entitled, “An Open-Source Zotero Plugin 
for Automated Institutional Monitoring of Open Scholarship.” Chasz Griego, Nicky Agate, Clarke Bacharach, Emily 
Bongiovanni, Melanie Gainey, and Chisom Obasih are also contributing to this work.

PUBLICATIONS

Scotti, K., Jiao, C., Gainey, M., Bongiovanni, E., & Slayton, E. 
(2026). Charting open science landscapes: Institutional Patterns 
of Engagement Across U.S. Academic Libraries.  Issues in Science 
and Technology Librarianship. In press.

Busby, B., Rabindran, B., Chicas, C., Roth, H., Fassinger, M., 
& Gainey, M. (2026, April 6). Federated learning for biobank 
data at the CMU-NVIDIA Hackathon | AWS Public Sector Blog. 
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CMU × NVIDIA Federated Learning Hackathon for Biomedical Applications

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/hackathon


27 Looking Ahead
NETWORK OF OPEN CHAMPIONS
Launching this fall, the CMU Network of Open Champions will celebrate CMU researchers who advance a culture of 
openness by making their work transparent, reproducible, and accessible. Across disciplines, the Open Champions will 
model open practices and promote the adoption of open tools and methods within their departments. Developed by 
Chisom Obasih, Katie Behrman, Melanie Gainey, and Nicky Agate, the program will recognize a select group of graduate 
students, postdocs, and faculty whose exemplary open scholarship strengthens CMU’s research ecosystem. Awardees 
will receive a cash prize, a published profile on the Libraries website, opportunities to share their work with the broader 
open science community, and a permanent academic distinction that can be added to ORCiD profiles and CVs.

OPEN RESEARCH TRACKING DASHBOARD  
The Open at CMU team is in the process of building an Open Research Tracking Dashboard  that monitors open science 
practices across CMU’s scholarship. Currently, the dashboard dataset contains over 60,000 CMU faculty publications 
harvested from OpenAlex and allows visualization of open access publishing, repository usage, and Sustainable 
Development Goals. The project, led by Kristen Scotti, will soon integrate a machine learning classifier to capture data 
sharing practices from CMU publications. The aim of this work is to help the Libraries identify where investments in 
open science support and infrastructure could have the greatest impact. All software and workflows associated with this 
project are intended for open-source release.
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28 Connect with Open at CMU

HOW TO CONNECT

To learn more about the program, explore collaboration 
opportunities, or connect with the team,  
visit the Open at CMU website. 
library.cmu.edu/services/open-cmu
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